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FOREWORD

The his;g_rywofwmedjeygLIndiam\gpich has been made avail-
able to the students today is primarily based on the accounts of
Court chroniclers or those available in the official records in
Persian. The indigenous records in Rajasthani available in the
Rajasthan State Archives have opened an additional vista of
contemporary source material which is of first-hand nature.

Since the Rajput rulers were invariably posted far away from
the Mughal Court or from their Watan, it was rather imperative
on their part to haye a Vakil (personal representative) posted at
the Mugha Court to watch the developments and safeguard
their interests. These Vakils, at times, developed such an in-
timacy with the high officials or even with the Emperor that at

times their words carried weight and they could even make or
mar the image of thejr masters.

The State archives has been Publishing descriptive lists of
such source materjal during the last one decade or so, so that
researchers of medieya] Indian history may make use of this
hitherto little knowq material in their research work. This
volume on  Vakj Reports Maharajgan (1693—1712 A.D.)
captured thc‘*imaginationwof*"D"r’.wS‘ﬁ?frma A SohTaed™
documents which are simply fascinating both in term of their
details and description. As the edited documents of the present
volume would show, besides, giving a Jot of political information
on the kaldcidosmpic changes at the court, they provide useful
details on the economic decadance, Tampant corruption even in
the higher echelon of the Mughal officials; and which infact had

been eating up the vital sap of the empire in 2 rather unnoticed
manner,
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Introduction

The documents presented in this volume have been
preserved and classified as Vekil Reports Maharajgan in the
Archival collection of the Historical Records at the Rajasthan
State Archives, Bikaner. They are in the form of arzdasht
written in Aindvi incorporating the Rajasthani and Persian
dialects. These reports include the arzdashis addressed to the
Maharajas of Amber by the vakils as well as the diwans of
Amber and Jodhpur posted at the court of the Mughal
emperors, It is notewcrthy that during the reigns of Bahadur
Shah and Jahandar Shah, both Maharaja Jai Singh and Ajit
Singh had kept their diwans at the emperor’s court. Besides
the vukil, the diwans also sent their arzdashts to Maharaja
Jai.Singh informing him about the various developments at
the court. As the matter contained in the diwans’ arzdashis
js ecither complimentory or provides additional information
on the subjects recorded in the arzdashss of the vakils, they
have also been incorporated in the present volume.

It was a common practice among the nobles and the
princes to keep accredited representatives at the _imperial
court. The Mughal wumara were obliged to serve in any
pait of the vast empire and were periodically transferred
from one region to another, quite often, along with their
Jogirs. The practice of periodic transfers kept the wmara away
from the imperial court—the nerve centre of the empire where
the scribe of destiny played with the fortune of the highest
and the lowest of the officers, where the powerful minis‘ers
fell like autumn leaves and the adventurists made their for-
tunes. The umara had to depend upon the imperial ccurt
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for the grant of ma1sab, fixation of salary, assignment of
jagir, postings and incremeat in masab, etc. The functional
politics, rat race for power at the imperial court and, of
course, the imperial orders had such an immense bearing on
their career that it was only natural for them to keep a watch-
ful eye on the developments at the court. For this purpose
they appointed an official represenatative known as vakil at the
court who was fully authorised to represent his patron at the
court. The necessity of appointing the vakil by the Rajput
Rajas was all the more important because they had not only
to safeguard their interests like mansabdars but they had also
to protect their previleges as watandars, a position so unique
and distinctive that they became an object of envy among the
mansabdars holding similar ranks. '

In fact, the vakil served as a hot line link between the
Rajput Raja and the Mughal Emperor or the court. Being the
representative of his Raja he was directly responsible to him
and therefore worked in consultation with him in all matters
affecting his interests directly or indirectly. It was in the
process of getting the Raja’s advice on the matters relating to
the court that he dispatched his detailed reports on the affairs
of the Mughal court,

The vakils of the Rajput rulers were obliged to uphold
the integrity and honour of their Rajas at Mughal court.
They worked hard to maintain their high reputation at the
court. However, while doing their best for their Rajas, they
had also to humour the confidence of the Mughal Emperor.
It was the latter part of their endeavour that required the
vakils to keep cordial relations and seek the confidence of the
influential umara of the Mughal court. The vakils of Rajput
Rajas enjoyed high position at the Mughal court but they

Co‘}ld be subjected to punishment if they made false represen-
tation or misguided the emperor.

The arzdashts included in this volume cover the period
from A.D. 1692 to 1712, a phase which witnessed to the fast
fieterioration in the administration and finance, the sharpen-
ing of the inherent contradictions in the Mughal institutions
and the multiplicity of interests which ultimately culminated
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in the total disintegration of the Mughal empire. Unfortu-
nately, the present collection does not contain arzdashis
between May 1707 and February 1710 due to the war of
succession among the sons of Aurangzeb and the conflict
between Emperor Babadur Shah and the Rajas of Amber
and Jodhpur. It was only after Bahadur Shah had success-
fully climinated his rivals and made a triumphant entry into
the North that these Rajas appointed their vakils or diwans
at the Mughal court, who started their regular correspondence
with Maharaja Jai Singh of Amber. The details contained
in the arzdashts presented here cover a wide spectrum of
informations on the Mughal-Rajput relations, affairs pertain-
,ng to the military operations, the Jat affairs, Bahadur Shah’s
relations with the Sikhs, the court intrigues and politics, the
watan rights and the jagir system, the ijara system, mansab-
dari, the working of hundi, etc. A few scholars working on
Rajput history have utilized information available in these
arzdashts in the recent years in a limited manner.! However,
the information contained in these reports is so richin its
scope and covers such variety of subjects that its availability
to researchers in printed form shall help in initiating fresh

studics and examining problems which have hitherfo remained
unsolved.

The arzdashts (Nos. 1 to 12) belong to the last few
years of Aurangzeb’s reign and the accession of Prince Azam
in Deccan (Janaury 1692-April 1707). They contain valuable
information on the position and role of Maharaja Bishan
Singh and Jai Singh at the Mughal court during the reign of
Aurangzeb. Maharaja Bishan Singh continued his efforts to
secure the confidence of the Emperor and high rank and
assignment  in the Mughal empire, kept himsell engaged

1. See, Satish Caandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal
Court, (20d ed.,, New Delhi, 1972), 291-98 ; V.S.
Bhargava, Life and Times of Sawai Jai Singlt (Delhi,
1974), 350; G.D. Sharma, Rajput  Polity (New Delhi,

. 1977) ; V.S. Bhargava, The Rise of the Kachhawas in
Dhundhar (Ajmer, 1979), 214.



4 Vakil Reports Maharajgan

mostly in the Jat affairs during his tenure as the Raja of
Amber and a Mughal mansabdar except for the last years of
his life when he was appointed with Prince Muazzam in suba
Kabul (1698-99). The arzdashts (1 to 6) acquaint us with the
activities and assessment of Maharaja Bishan Singh in respect
to his achievements and failure against the Jats and the court
politics. Arzdasht dated Magha Vadi 13, 1748 (January 6,
1692) informs that when Aurangzeb came to know about
Mabharaja Bishan Singh’s initiative to rehabilitate the Jats in
the Mathura region, he got so annoyed that he ordered a

reduction of 500 zar (unconditional) and 500 sawar (condi-
tional) from the Maharaja’s mansab and also that of 65 lakhs

dams of the inam.

Consequently the parganas of Toda Bhim and Chatsu
were taken away from Maharaja Bishan Singh and assigned to
other mznsabdars. However, the vakil of the Maharaja
succeeded in the restoration of former rank as well as the
inam to the Maharaja. The Maharaja’s success in capturing
the fort of Baroda (Mewat) had helped him to re-establish his
loyalty and devotion to the Emperor! and enabled him
(Bishan Singh) to secure Bayana and the dispatc1 of
the order of the assignment of the parganas of Hindaun,
Toda Bhim, Udai, etc. to the Maharaja.? The details fur-
nished in these reports reveal that although the vakil of
Maharaja Bishan Singh visualized a great deal of opportunity
for advancement and favour in terms of the bastowal of the
faujdari of Mathura and Agra as well as good jagirs if Bishan
Singh attended the Emperor ia Deccan and mat the Amirul
Umara in order to clarify his position.3

The contents of these arzdashts also throw valuable light
on the Mughal court politics as it developed during the last
few years of Aurangzeb’s reign and the policy adopted by

Arzdasht dated Vaishakha Sudi 8, 1750 (May 3, 1693).
Arzdasht dated Ashada Vadi 8, 1750 (June 16, 1693).

w

Arzdashts dated Jyeshtha Vadi 5, 1753 (May 11, 1696)
and Bhadrapada Sudi 6, 1753 (August 23, 1696).
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Prince Azam and wazir Asad Khan just after {he death of
Aurangzeb. It is evident that due to the deterioration in the
health of Aurangzeb, the attendants and petty officials such
as Khwaja Mchran Khan, Hafiz Ambar and Masood Khan
had acquircd considerable influence in the aflairs of the
Fmpire.! It is said that Khwaja Ambar had a great say in
the grant of m ansap and Jagirs as well as other favours to the
nobles on behalf of the Emperor. The increasing influence
of these officials had reduced the importance of the office of

Khwaja Ambar and others in order to get favour for his
Maharaja from Aurangzeb.,

The death of Aurangzeb on February 20, 1707 opened a
rew dimension at Mughal court ang the Rajput rulers got an
opportunity to get their long cherished desires fulfilled. The
contending princes were tager to secure the Rajput supporr
in the forthcoming struggle for succession. It was just aftet
the death of Aurangzeb that the Amirul Umara Asad Khan

Singh. Maharaja Ajit Singh and hijs son, Abhai Singh were
grented the mansab of 7000/7000 ang 5000/5000 respectively,s

As mentioned above, we do not have the recording of
the arzdashis after April 11, 1707 tin March 26, 1710, The
arzdashts recorded In this volume from March 27, 1710 til
e defeat of Jahandar Shap (January 2, 1713) are more
informative and throw fregh light on the MughaI-Rajput
relations,  The arzdashts reveal that both Maharaja Jaj Singh
_an.d Mabaraja Ajit Singh continued tg Plead their cages
Joirdy threugh their high divwars and the vakils at the Mughal
court, Both wasir Munim Khan ang Mahabat Khan were

-
L. Arzdostys dated Phslguna Vadi 9, 1761 (Feb, 7, 1705)
and Shravana Vadi 5, 1762 (June 30 1705)
2. ibid, , '

3. Arzdashy dated Vaishakha Sudi 10, 1764 (April 11, 1707),
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the two Mabharajas in their relations with the Mughal court
based on the traditional relatjops and the geographical location
of their respective states.! The Rathor sardars stationed at the
court and Bhandarj Khivsi made no sccret of their feelings
about thejr strength and the position of their Raja, Ajit
Singh,2

An important aspect of the Mughal-Rajput relations
which continyeg to cause copcerp at the Mughal court
was the delay made by the Rajput Rajas to attend the
Mugha] court; the arzdashyg throw valuable light on the
factors Tesponsible for this delay. The cXplanations extended
by the vakil of Maharaja Jaj Singh or the diywans of Mabharaja
Ajit Singh and Jai Singh regarding the delay or pre-condition

fulfilment of their demands, The arzdashis contain in detajlg
the arguments ang counter-arguments exchanged among the
Tepresentatives of Rajput Rajas and the wazirs as well as the
diwans of the Mughal court on the above subject.s The
details furnished by an arzdasiy reveal that Maharaja Jai
Singh apd Ajit Singh did Dot have full trust in Bahadur
Shah, The Emperor himself trieq to assure these Rajas
through thejr Tepresentative at the court that they should not
have any fear iy Presenting themselves at the court and if they

Arzdasht dated Magha Vaqj 8, 1767 (January 1, 1711),
2. Arzdashy dated Phalgupa Sudi 2, 1767 (February 2, 17]1).

3. Arzdashts dated Magh, Sudi 7, 1767 (January 15, 17] 1}
and Magha Sudj || (January 19, 1711).

4.  Arzdashy dated Phalgyna Vadi 4, 1767 (January 27, 1711).

5. eg. Arzdashss dated Magha Sudj 7, 1767 (January 15,
1711) and Phalguna Sugj 2, 1767 (February 8, 1711),
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do so they would be treated with all favours.l As it would be
shown later, the Rajput Rajas could ignore the imperial
demand of their presence at the court as they knew it well
that the emperor would not be able to take any serious action
against them as long as he was involved against Banda
Bahadur,

The group affiliations and power politics also played a
significant rolc in determining the relations between the
Mughal Emperors and the Rajput rulers. The contents re-
corded in these arzdashts make it clear that after Aurangzeb’s
death cach powerful group at the court was cager to get pro-
minence at the court by securing the support of the Rajput
rulers promising in return the favour of the Emperor and ful-
filment of their demand of mansab, jagirs, exemption from
Khurakh-i-dwwab and sudedari of Malwa for Jai Singh and
Gujarat for Ajit Singh.?

The details recorded in the arzdashts exhibit that during
the wizarat of Khan-i-Khanan Munim Khan (1708 to Feb.
1711 A D.} the Rajput rulers kept their loyally intact towards
him and his son Mahabat Khan under the patronage of
Prince Azimush Shan who was the nephew of Maharaja Jai
Singh.®* No doubt, the support of Prince Azimush Shan,
Khan-i-Khanan Munim Khan and Mahabat Khan to the
Rajput rulers had made their position strong at the court.
However, it was made clear to the representatives of the
Rajput rulers that unless they attended the Emperor in person
nothing could be achieved for them.! The vakils and the
diwans of the Rajput Rajas continued to assurethe arrival of
the Rajas at the court but the urgency of the political situa-

1. Arzdasht dated Kartika Vadi 9, 1768 (October 24, 1711).
2. c.g.l)Arzdasht dated Vaishakha Sudil, 1768 (April 7
1711), ’
3. Arzdaskis dated Shravana Vadi 3, 1768 (June 24, 1711)
Shravana Sudi 13, 1768 (Jul 1 ’ ’
! , y 16, 1711) and Bhadrapad
Vadi 5, 1768 (July 23, 1711). rpacs

4, .f;i(llz)zhsrdatcd Phalguna Sudi 12, 1767 (February 19,
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tions had worried Kban-i-Khanan so much so thata fresh
undertaking was secured from Bhandari Khivsi and Diwan
Bhikharidas by Mahabat Khan about their arrival.?

The illness of Khan-i-Khanan provided an opportunity to
Rustam Dil Khan to poison the ears of Emperor against the
Rajas. Rustam Dil Khan who was in favour of taking
stern action against the Rajput rulers got an order issucd for
the grant of Sambhar, Didwana and Meta in his name.?
When Khan-i-Khanan and Mahabat Khan came to know
about this they made their position clear to Diwan Bhikha-
ridas and Bhandari Khivsi stating that as they (Khan-i-Khanan
and Mahabat Khan due to former’s illness) were unable to
attend the Emperor Rustam Dil Khan got the said order of the
Emperor issued and started preparation to march against the
Rajput rulers along with Shah Nawaz Khan, the faujdar of
Mewar. Rustam Dil Khan also issued a farman in the name
of Rathor Durgadas granting him Idar as jugir and an amount
of Rs. 50,000/- as an advance.® Apparently the group opposed
to Munim Khan was trying to counvince the Emperor to take
serious action against the Rajput Rajas. However, such an
extreme action was not possible in wake of the Sikh problem
and on account of the influence of prince Azimush Shan.

The death of Khan-i-Khanan wazir Munim Khan on 181h
June, 1711, infused new dimension at the Mughal court’s poli-
tics which forced the Rajput Rajas to consider their group affi-
liations. It is known that the tussle for the office of the wizarat
had started once again after the death of Muaim Khan.* The
arzdasht of Chaitra Vadi 8, 1767 (March 1, 1711) confirms that
Asad Khan had revived his claim for the wizarat with the
suppost of three princes (excluding Azimush Shan). Azimush
Shan supported Mahabat Khan for the office of w zarar and
at one stage he even succeeded in getting the order issucd in

ibid.
Arzd.sht dated Phalguna Sudi 5, 1767 (Feb. 11, 1711).

Arzdasht dated Phalguna Sudi 12, 1767 (Feb. 19, 1711},
Purties and 'olitics, *3-53.
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favour of Mahabat Khan. But the combined opposition
of the three princes was so violent that the decision made in
favour of Mahabat Khan had to be kept in abeyance. 1In fact,
on the basis of understanding of the situation prevalent at the
court vakil Jagjiwandas bad predicted that Hidayatullah
Khan would look after the affairs of the wizarar.

T‘hc arzdashis! mention that Hidayatullah Khan (Sadul-
lah Khan), who was diwan-i-tan-o-khalisa, and was in-charge
of the office of wizarat, had great deal of influence at the court,
Citing the cxample of Mahabat Khan's act of betraying the
Raja of Nahan, Hidayatullah Khan tried to convince the vakil
of Jai Singh to get away with Mahabat Khan with whom the
Rajput Rajas had a long association, Keeping in view the
power and position enjoyved by Hidayatullah Khan and his
Tcen interest in settling the affairs of the Rajput rulers at the
court, the vakil of Amber, Jagjiwandas offered the suggestion
to Maharaja Jai Singh that they (Jai Singh and Ajit Singh)
should cstablish some understanding with Hidayatullah Khan
without disturbing their realations with Mahabat Khan. The
arzdashts make it clear that Mabaraja Jai Singh did not en-
dorse the suggestion of entering a secret pact with Hidayatul-
lah Khan and continued depending upon Mahabat Khan
under the patronage of prince Azimush Shan. However,
Maharaja Jai Singh did not discourage his vakil to seek the
help of Hidayatullah Kban in matters of securing jagirs and
ijeras for himself and Ajit Singh, the ruler of Jodhpur.

The developments at the Mughal court during July 1711
were of great significance regarding Rahadur Shal’s relation
with Rajput Rajas. The vakil reports? make it clear that the
three princes Jooked with apprehension the forthcoming visit

1. Ar;:dashts dated Vaishakha Sudi 1, 1768 (April 7, 171D
Vaishakha Sudi 11, 1768 (April 18, 1711), Shravana Vad;
S, 1768 (June 24, 1711) and Sharvana Sudi 13, 1768
(July 16, 1711). ’
Arzdashts dated Shravana Sudi 3, 1768 (July 7, 1711)
and Bhadrapada Vadi 11, 1768 (July 29, t711). ’ ’

53
*
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of the Rajput Rajas with a contingent of 3000 horsemen and

convinced the Emperor of the inadvisability to their coming
to the court.

The Emperor in the beginning of July (1711) asked the
Rajas to proceed to reach Sadhaura directly without attend-
ing the court. This decision of the Emperor made Rajput
Rajas comfortable particularly Ajit Singh who was not at all
interested in attending the court. The arrival of the Maha-
rajas and their attending the service at Sadhaura provided
better footing for Raja’s vakil to get pending matters cleared,

such as issuing sanads for the jugir of biradari, future posting
of the Rajput Rajas, etc.

By the beginning of August 1711 Bahadur Shah made it
clear that he would not entertain any request of the Rajas
for appointment in the Deccan or some other place until
they reached Sadhaura and terminated the affairs of Banda
Bahadur to the imperial satisfaction.! After the arrival of
the Rajas at Sadhuara on October 7, 1711 the matter of their
appointment was once again initiated at the court?® There
was a significant change in the attitude of Bahadur Shah
towards the Rajput rulers. The arzdasit® makes it explicit
that both the Rajas and the Emperor (he himself) had lack
of trust in one another and therefore, Bahadur Shah assured
the Rajas through Azimush Shah and Mababat Khan about his
confidence in them. Secondly, Bahadur Shah on his own had
no objection to the appointment of these Rajas to the suba of
their choice. The question of their postings had became the
vital issue due to the group politics at the court. Azimush,
Shan recommended that the suba of Barar be granted to Ajit
Singh and one suba of the Bast to Jai Singh. [t was on the
question of assigning them subedari that the conflicting views
beitween Azimush Shan and Zulfigar Khan came to the surface.

1. Arzdasht dated Bhadrapada Sudi 9, 1768 (August 11,
1711) and Bhadrapada Sudi 11, 1768 (August 13, 1711).

. Arzdasht dated Kartika Vadi 9, 1768 (Oct. 24, 1711).
3. ibid.
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The latter objected vehemently to the appointment of {f&);t
Singh as a subedar of Barar although he favoured the appoint-
ment of Jai Singh for this post. Amirul Umara o[Tered"a
counter proposal recommending the app.ointment. Of Aﬂtt'
Singh to the East and Jaj Singh to Barar which was inspite o
the vehment opposition of Azimush Shan was upheld by the
Emperor. The exchange of hot words between the Emperor
and the prince further spoiled the case of the Rajas.

However, irrespective of the heated atmosphere Bhandari
Khivsi, the representative of Jodhpur was persistant in hi’s de-
mand of getting a region from amongst the regions of Gu_;arat:
Malwa or Khandesh, Barar or Baba Pyara. Later, Bhandari
Khivsi suggested one more option of Saurath to Shah Qudra-
tullah and made explicit that Maharaja Ajit Singh woulc.i
aceept none except one of the above five places.! Bhandari
Khivsi even shouldered the respoasibility of representing
Maharaja Jai Singh's case and submitted that Jai Singh
be granted the subedari of Allahabad.® In order to settle the
problem Bhandari Khivsi submitteq their petition afresh before
Prince Azimush Shan., The Prince entertained their request
but declined to grant Nagaur to Indra Singh instead of
Mahkham Singh on the ground that the Rajput nobles had
no right to represcat others, The prince also expressed his
unwillingness to accede to the request of granting the title of
Mirza Raja to Maharaja Jai Singh on the ground that first he
should perform his duty to the State,

The Emperor ultimately accepted the requests of the
Rajput Rajas, made through their Tepresentatives, of the grant
of faujadaris of Saurath to Ajit Singh and that of Ahmedabad
Khora, near Allahabad, to Jaj Singh on October 30, 1711. The
other demands such as izafa, talgp of the biradari, etc, were
kept in abeyances However, the question of thejr appoint-

I drzdasht dated Kartika vag; 14, 1768 (October 29, 17(1),

2. ibid. Arzdashs dated Kartika Sudi 1, 1768 (October 31
1711). ,

3. ibid,
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ment was settleq by the Emperor according to the Prcrposal
Sultmitted by Bhandarj Khivsi,

It is Doteworthy that these appointments were far below
the €Xpeclations of thege Rajas Particularly Jaj Singh to which
Jagjiwardas hag already repistereq his reservationg 1 This

as aresult ofa fresy Struggle for successiop amongst his four
S0ns out of whjch Jahandar Shap €merged as victorjoys after
killing his three brothers, The informatiop furnished by the
arzdasht exhibjts that the Rajput nobles stationed in the
imperia] camp at [ ahore 4t the time of Babadur Shah’s death
bad opineq in favour of Azimush Shaps However, the
death of Azimush Shan op March 8, 171 had caused consi-

10 lend money op credit to Jagjiwandas on the ground that
they were Dot sure whether the purgs of Lahore would be kept
With them ypder the new regime ¢ The Rajput officials

1712),

Arzdashi dateg Phalgupa Syg; 11,1768 (March &, 1712).

4,
5. Arzdasht dateg Chaitra Vadi 9, 1763 (March 20, 1712).
6. ibid.



Introduction 13

to his side that after accession Jahandar Shah reaffirmed the
grant of the title and the mansab on March 20, 1712 and again
on April 8, 1712} Issuing farman thrice by Emperor Jahandar
Shah oa the request of the Amirul Umara as desired by vakil
Jagjiwandas was very interesting particularly in the light of the
fact that Maharaja Jai Singh was not ina hurry to join the
bandwagon of Jahandar Shah ; he had not sent his arzdasht of
congratulations and even letters to Sabha Chand or to Amirul
Umara Zulfigar Khan tilt May 3, 1712. It was only in arzd-
asht of Jyeshtha Vadi 1, 1769 (May 10, 1712) that Jagji van-
das recorded the receipt of Mtharaja Jai Siagh’s arzdasht and
nazr to the Emperor and letter of congratulations to the
Amirul Umara, Khan-i-Jahan Bahadur and Raja Sabha
Chand.

From the arzdusht dated Jyeshtha Vali 1, 1769 (May 10,
1712) it is clear that vaki Jagjiwandas wanted to secure as
much favours as possible from Jahandar Shah as he found
this situation of political uncertainty most favourable, He
knew it well that Emperor Jahandar Shah would need the help
of the Rajput rulers against the future conflict with Farrukh
Siyar. However Rajput rulers viewed the situation differ-
ently. Both Jai Singh and Ajit Singh took coansiderable time
to openly display their loyalty to Jahandar Shah, Mahuraja
Ajit Singh was more careful about the result of the forth-
coming conflict for the kingship and he did not even send his
vakil to the court till the arrival of Jahandar Shah at Shah-
jahanabad. Shah Nainsukh, the diwan of Maharaja Jai
Singh, had cven instructed Jagjiwandas that he should also
get the parwana of jagirs issued for Méharaja Ajit Singh along
with that of Maharaja Jai Singh,®

As it has been mentioned earlier that Jahandar Shah had
issued a fresh farman to Maharaja Jai Singh affirming the
mansab and title of the Mirza Raja after the defeat and
murder of Rafiush Shan. The parwana regarding the assign-

l. Arzdasht dated Chaitra Vadi 9, 1768 (March 20, 17124
Chaitra Sudi 13, 1769 (April 8, 1712).
2. Arzdasht dated Chaitra Sudi 6, 1769 (April 1, 1712).
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ment of gadeem jagir (traditionally held watan) was also.
signed by the Emperor, although these could be issued only
after the payment of the durbar kharch! Meanwhile,
Emperor Jahandar Shah had instructed the newly appointed
daroga of the kotwal-kachadi diwani to collect the money
from those who got it from Prince Azimush Shan. Since
both Diwan Bhikharidas and Bhandari Khivsi had received
money amounting to Rs. 5,000 and 20,000 respectively from
Azimush Shan, Jagjiwandas requested Maharaja Jai Singh to
defray the amount received by the former.®

The arzdashts referred to the reminders sent by
Jagjiwandas in this regard and their contents make it clear
that the court was very particular about the payment of this
amount. Of course, it was a general instruction aimed at
collecting the money from those who had been obliged by
Azimush Shan. However, the policy adopted by Jahandar Shah
during the course of his conflict with his brothers continued
till his accession at Shahjahanabad. He showed highly liberal
attitude towards the Rajput rulers in spite of the fact that both
Jai Singh and Ajit Singh maintained neutrality till Jahandar
Shah declared his succession at Shahjahanabad. Both Maha-
raja Jai Singh and Ajit Singh did not even attend the court
at the time of Jahandar Shah’s coronation.® Moreover, there
had been an increase in the activities of encroachments on
the jagirs held by other mansabdars.® Thus the reservation
of the Rajput Rajas to attend the court and their involvement
in causing disturbances on the imperial jogirs might have
touched the prerogative of the Emperor. Hence, immediately
after his accession Jahandar Shah appointed Fakruddin Khan

as diwan of Ajmer and faujdar of Sambbar dislodging Nusrat
Yar Khan.®

fb!'d.
Arzdasht dated Chaitra Sudi 13, 1769 (April 8, 1712).
Arzdasht dated Ashadha Sudi 5, 1769 (June 28, 1712).

ibid,

“rceshr dated Vaishalba Vadi 12, 1769 (April 22, 1712).

da s 14
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Farther as per entries made in the arzdasht fiated July 9,
1712! Raja Sabha Chand summoned t.he \’fikl]. of Amber,
Jagjiwandas and charged tbat Maharaja Jai Singh had r.xot
yet removed his thana from Sambhar, and was not a.llo.wu.lg
the imperial jagirdars to secure their control over tl.xe'xr Jjagirs
situated in Mewat, Akbarabad and Ajmer. Explamn?g th.at
Jai Singh was granted favour due to the old relationship wup
Amirul Umara Zulfiqar Kban, Sabba Chand warned the vakil
of Amber that his Raja should not under-estimate the posi-
tion of the Emperor and over-estimate his own by comparing
himself with Ajit Singh as the latter had few political and
topographical advantages whereas he had none. Sabha Chand
also instructed Jagjiwandas to inform his Raja to obey the
imperial orders and also to advise Ajit Singh to pursue the
ways of a ruler and not that of a dacoit. Sabha Chand made
his position clear that he could extend help to the Rajput
Rajas only if they subject themselves to imperial orders.
Further, it was made clear to the vakil that the yaddashta of
izafa to Jai Singh and the sanad to Ajit Singh would be issued
only after evacuating their possessions over Sambhar,
Didwana, etc.® By then Mayaram, the vakil of the Maharana
of Mewar had reached the court and had started negotiating
for the grant of the parganas of Pur, Mandal, etc, through
Sabha Chand.® It is noteworthy that the move of the Maha-
rana was independent and was not in accordance with those
of Maharaja Jai Singh and Ajit Singh. The attitude of Sabha

Chand is an expression of Emperor Jahandar Shah’s policy
towards the Rajput rulers.

The report that all the Rajput rulers were going to meet
at Pushkar to decide about the future course of action caused
great concern at the court to the extent that Zulfiqar Khan
himself enquired about it from the vakil of Jai Singh. VYakil
Jagjiwandas took special care to remove this misunderstanding

Arzdasht dated Shravana Vadi 2, 1769 (July 9, 1712).
ibid. ; also see, Rajpur Polity.

Arzdasht dated Shravan Vadi 10, 1769 (July 17, 1712).

tad 1S
5 . .
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from the mind of the wazir and requested Maharaja Jai Singh
to ask Shah Beg, who was staying at Amber to write to the
court about the unfoundcdness of this news.?

It is notcworthy that the news of the meeting
of the Rajput rulers was not totally unfounded as it is
well-known that Maharaja Ajit Singh had asked Jai Singh to
reach Merta in order to attend the meeting at Pushkar.
Howcver, Jai Singh was reluctant to attend any such mecting
as the situation at the court was still uncertain. The demand
of evacuating of Sambhar and Diiwana was getting serious
considerations at the court but, it seems, Ajit Singh was in
no mood to evacuate his possessions over there. The favour
granted to Jai Singh was apparently very tempting. However,
the questions of assigning jagirs in the watan territories and
appointing them at the subedars of Malwa and Gujarat were
still unresolved . What appears from the report is that the
Emperor and the wazir were ready to consider these demands
of the Rajput Rajas if they attended the court at the earliest.
Rajput rulers, on the other hand, insisted that their demand
be fulfilled before they present themselves at the court.?

The growing differences between the groups led by wazir
Zulfigar Khan and Khan-i-Jahan Bahadur (Kokaltash) on the
question of Hindaun made the matter more complicated.® The
vakil of Jai Singh succeeded in seeking the favour of Amirul
Umara Zulfigar Khan and Queen Imtiaz Mahal on this issue.
He also secretly met Azam Khan? who belonged to the group
led by Kokaltash Khan-i-Jahan Bahadur.’

No doubt, each of the group wanted to oblige the Rajput
Rajas by securing maximum favour for them in order to win-
over their support. Even Azam Khan, who was deprived of the
Emperor’s favour on the question of Hindaun showed his will-

ibid.

Arzdasht dated Kartika Vadi 4, 1769 (October 7, 1712).
Arzdasht dited Kartika Sudi 13, 1769 (October 31, 1712).
ibid.

Parties and Politics, 69,

o s e
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ingness to help the Rajas if they transferred their loyalty to his
patron.! Interestingly enough Jai Singh had the support of
Amirul Umara and Imtiaz Mahal on the question of Hindaun.

The information recorded in the arzdasht® reveal that
both Zulfigar Khan and Sabha Chand openly supported
the cause of the Rajas and the way the Rajput sardars (re-
presentatives of the Rajput Rajas), Diwan Bhikharidas and
Bhandari Raghunath, etc. were received by Sabha Chand goes
a Jong way to prove it. However, it is to be kept in mind that
the Rajput sardars had reached the court when the preparation
of campaign against Farcukh Siyar was at its final stage. It was
at tbis juncture that they were asked by Amirul Umara and
Sabha Chand to present their demand with an assurance that
the same would be granted. Meanwhile they were asked to pro-
ceed along with the Emperor towards Delhi. Regarding Amirul
Umara’s demand that the Rajput Rajas accompanying Prince
Azzuddin in the forth-coming conflict with Farrakh Siyar, the
Rajput sardars asssured that the Rajas would accompany the
prince if the orders granting subedaris of Malwa and Gujarat
were issued in advance.® It seems, that the order issued for
the grant of the subedari of Malwa to Jai Singh and of Gujarat
to Maharaja Ajit Singh was a part of desperate efforts of the
Amiral Umara to mobilise the military support against
Farrukh Siyar. He asked the Rajas to send their contingents
immediately to join Prince Azzuddin, The testimony of the
arzdashi® makes it apparent that Jahandar Shah made all these
concessions to Jai Singh and Ajit Singh considering the impor-
tance of their coopertion in the fight against Farrukh Siyar.
Apparently the fulfilment of the demand of the Rajput Rajas
Wwas so tempting that Jagjiwandas advised Maharaja Jai Singh
to join the Emperor directly.

1. Arzdasht dated Kartika Vadi 11, 1769 (October 15, 1712).

2. Arzdasht dated Kartika Sudi 7, 1769 (October 25, 1712) ;
Kartika Sudi 13, 1769 (October 31, 1712) and Marga-
shirsha Vadi 5, 1769 (November 7, 1712).

2- ‘t;f;daslxt dated Kartika Sudi 7, 1769 (October 25, 1712).
. ibid.



The arzdag)yg contain frequept references (o the activigjes
of Banda Bahadur (referreg to as (e Guru), e 10le of the
Mugha] commanders, the attituge of Bahadur Shah towards
the Sjkpg and hjs subsequeny movements jn e Punjab, apg
the effect of imperig] Movements jy, the Sikh affairs op Mughal
Emperors attitude towards Maharaja Jai Singh and Ajit Singh.
Since (fe POssibility of military action agajpst these Rajas
dependeq upon the nature ang magnitude of the Sikn rebel-
lion, Vaki] Jagjiwandas, Diwan Bhikharidas and Bhandarj
Khivsj kept Maharaja Jai Singh fully informed about the
developments Tegarding the Sikh affairs,

their Contingents poy only because, pe Was suspicious aboyt
their iutentions, but also because and it wag Perhaps more

portant fo, him, to Cmploy thejr Services to crush the Sikh
rebelljop.1

It is noteworthy that Bahadyr Shah wag still in process
of consoh’dating his Positjop, when he Teached rjyer Govind-
Wala op June 25, 1710 0 meet the threat Caused by Banda

Zamindayg of hills to Capture ang deliver him to the Emperor
If he wag found jp their territorjes, s Relying op the report
Teceiveq from the Rajag of hills that Banda Bahadur haqg found

1. Arzdagp, dated Chaitra Sudj |, 1767 (Marcp 20, 1710).
Arzdasis dageq Asadha Syg; 1, 1767 (jupe 26, 1710),
Arzdashy dated Maghg Sudj 3, 1767 (Jauuary 10, 1711).
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shelter in the territory of the Raja of Nahan, Bahadur Shah,
jssued an order to the Khan-i-Khanan to imprison the Raja
of Nahan in order to force him to present the Guru to the
Mughal court.? The Raja of Nahan pleaded ignorance about
the whereabouts of the Guru in vain, He was imprisoned.
The imprisonment of the Raja of Nahan worried his mother
about his life and therefore she assured the Emperor to capture
and present the Guru to him.?

The imprisonment of the Raja of Nahan and the promise
made by his mother raised the hopes of capture of the Guru.
Perhaps, this was the reason that the various rumours got
credence at Badshah’s court. An imperial messenger coveyed
the report on January 21, 1711 at the court that the mother
of the Raja of Nahan along with the Guru was camping at the
distance of 12 kos from the Mughal camp and she had made
arequest that Mahabat Khan should reach there to receive
the Guru.® The Emperor was jubilant enough to call Mahabat
Khan and asked him to bring the Guru, confining him in the
iron case made for this purpose, and the two ladies imprisoned
with him in the chariot.* Such rumours were always followed
with contradiction. The arzdasht dated Phalguna Vadi 13, 1767
(Eebruary 4, 1711) informed Maharaja Jai Singh that Banda
Bahadur would be captured within a couple of days. Another
rumour spread at the court was that although the Guru was
stying in the hills of Naban whnere 1t was difficult to capture
him due to heavy snowiail. The mother of the Raja of Nahan
had assured the Emperor that her followers had surrounded
the Guru and he would be captured. Meanwhile it was also
stated that the Guru bad with him an army of §0,000 sawars
and footmen and was ready for a battle which discouraged
the followers of the Raja of Nahan to approach the Guru.
The vakil records another news that the Guru had escaped to

1. Arzdasht dated Magha Sudi 11, 1767 {January 19, 1711).
2. ibid.
3. Arzdashi cated Phalguna Vadi 4, 1767 (January 27, 1711)
4,  ibid
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another place and that only his followers were staying there
due to the snowfall. However, the followers of the Raja of
Nahan failed to capture the Guru who escaped from his terri-
tory to Bhutenta after giving a fight to them. The Emperor
after getting this information also moved his camp towards
Bhutenta.! Arzdasht dated Chaitra Sudi 5, 1768 (March 13,
1711) mentions about a fresh attack of Banda Bahadur in the
neighbourhood of Lahore. In an encounter with the Mughal
army, Guru Banda Bahadur escaped successfully after giving
a fight to the Mughal commanders Samad Khan and Wazir
Khan in which onc of them was killed. The revival of the
fresh incursions by the Sikhs alarmed the Emperor who deter-
mined to crush the Sikh power with a heavy hand. In order
to teach a lesson to the zamindars of that region, the Emperor
issued an order to Mahabat Khan to put Bhavpati, the Raja
of Nahan, in the cage of iron originally made for the Guru.
Lather the Raja of Nahan was sent to Delhi where he was
kept in Salimgadh.? Bahadar Shah also founded a chhawani
(military camp) and named it Jahangirpur in order to have an
effective check on the passages of valley so that the move of
the Guru to enter the hills and the possibility of the help to
him by the zamindars of hills could be checked. The attack of
the Guru on Lahore was so strong that the city would have
been sacked if it had not been guarded properly by Afghan
Khan and his son, etc.® The arzdasht of May 28, 1711 informs
that Hamid Khan Bahadur made an unsuccessful attempt to
capture the Gura after crossing river Sutlaj. Bahadur Shah was
very unhapy on his failure and he refused to give him audience
until he brought Banda Bahadur as prisoner. Later the
armies commanded by Muhammad Amin Khan, Gaziuddin
Khan and Hamid Khan marched against the Guru whose
whereabouts were uncertain. It was reported that after an

1. Arzdasht dated Phalguna Sudi 2, 1767 (Februry 8, 1711).

2. Arzdasht dated Chaitra Sudi 9, 1768 (March 17, 1711)
and,Vaishakha Sudij 11, 1768 (April 18, 1711).

3.

Arzdasht dated Jyeshtha Vadi 5, 1768 (April 26, 1711).
4. Arzdasht dated Asadha Vadi 8, 1768 (May 28, 1711).
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cncounter with the Mughal commanders he made hijs escape
8ood.? It was stated that the Guru had gone towards Sadhaura.?
The arzdasht dated Bhadrapada Vadi 9, 1768 (July 27, 1711) re-
cords that Rustam Djl Khan Was sent against the Guru along
with 10,000 sawars. Amin Khan was also sent separately. The
Mughal commanders sacked and ruined those villages and
towns which were suspected to have extended help to the Guru,
The Guru came out of the hills and marched towards Dabar
but no encounter took place with either Gaziuddin Khap or
Amin Khan. It was believed that Gaziuddin Khan had avoid-
ed the fight with Banda Bahadur, This annoyed the Emperor
so much that he ordered the imprisonment of Gaziuddin Khan
who was confined in the fort of Lahore. His wealth and estate
were confiscated and hig family was sent to Suhagpura.? Mep-
tion is also made that Muhammad Amip Khan remaiped in
pursuit of the Guru who had gone towards Sadhaura 4

Itis apparent that Banda Bahadur’s increasing incur.

Sadhaura had revived the urgency of the presence of the
Rajput rulers at the court and their joining the imperial com-
paign against Bapda Bahadur, As early as March 1711 Bhj-
kharidas had brought to the notice of Maharaja Jaj Singh the
fact that the revival of the Sikh incursions had provided a good
opportunity to the Rajput Rajas to display their mett]e against
the Sikhs and win over the confidence of the Emperor angd
gain his favour.® As stated above the Rajput rulers could no
longer resist the pressure requiring their presence at the coyrt
particularly after the death of Munim Khan, Finding thjs

—_—
L Arzdasht dated Shravana Vagj 5, 1768 (June 24, 1711)
and Shravana Sydj 3, 1768 (July 7, 171 .

2. Arzdosht dated Bhadrapada Vagj 5, 1768 (July 23, 1711),

3. drzdasht dated Bhadrapada Sygj 9, 1768 (August 10
1711), ’

4. ibid; Arzdashs dated Bhadrapada Sudi 11, 1763 (August
13, 1711,
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opportunity favourable they ultimately started to attend upon
the Emperor. However, the development of July 1711 forbid
their presence at the court and the Emperor allowed them to
proceed directly to Sadhaura to meet the Sikh challenge posed
to the Mughal authority.! The Rajput rulers reached Sadhaura
on October 7, 1711 and thus joined the duty, although their
demand was yet to be fulfilled.

The arzdashts contain the evidences to substantiate the
argument that the Gury enjoyed the active support of the
local Rajas (zamindars) and populace of the hilly regions of
Punjab and therefore he could offer successful resistance
in spite of the formidable pressure from the Mughal army.
The Raiput rulers knowing well that the Emperor was pre-

Mughal court. They knew it well that as long as Bahadur
Shah was engaged against the Guru, they were in a position
to gain maximum favour from the Emperor.

Mansahdarj and Khurak-i-Dawwab

The arzdashts furnish interesting information on the
practice and methods of the collection of dawweb, a term
used to signify the khurak-i-dawwab. 1t js known that under
Akbar the mansabadars had ap obligation to maintain and
feed certain number of elephants, horses, camels and carts
belonging to the Emperor’s establishment, Ag per the rules
of Emperor Akbar, established in 1575 A.D., the mansabdars
were paid the allowance for these animals over and above their
sanctioned persong] salary. However, this practice was
modified in the later years and it was made obligatory on
the part of mansabdars to ma:ntain certain number of
Emperor’s animals according 1o thejr ranks for which they
were not paid any allowance. By (pe time of Shahjahan, it

1. eg. Arzg ed dated Bhadrapada Vadi 11, 1768 (July 29,

{
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then demanding the khurak in kind or cash, for which
sozavals or imperial messengers used to be sent to exact it
from the jagirdars} However, taking into consideration
the nobles’ resentment, Aurangzeb in his 46th R.Y. consented
to abolish the system in respect of the khurak for elepbants.
Under the changed practice, the charge of khurak-i-dawwab
was to be converted into dams, and the jagirs of equivalent
jama were to be taken away from the jagirdars, exempting
them from the obligation of supplying provisions or paying
in cash for the imperial animals. In the ‘“‘nextreign” the
measures were extended to cover the whole of khurak-i-
dawwab to the great relief to all the mansabdars.* During tre
wizarat of Munim Khan, an attempt was made to deduct the
amount of the claim of dawwab from the total salary of a
mansabdar and the balance was paid to him as rankhwah®

It is in this light of above discussion that the data
available in the arzdashts furnish valuable information which
helps us in understanding the working of this institution during
the last few years of Aurangzeb’s reign and the reigns of
Bahadur Shah and Jahandar Shah with particular reference to
its cffects on the Mughal economy and the nobility.

The arzdasht dated March 3, 1711 informs that as soon
as Hidayatullah Khan, the diwan-i-tan-o-khalisa assumed the
officc of the wizarat an attempt was made to review the
practice of dawwab in order to strengthen its management
and collection. Hidayatullah Khan made it clear that there
was no land available in khalisa nor there was any money
left in the treasury and in such circumstances it was requested
that the payment be made as it was done earlier® He had
issued order to the mutsaddis of the office of the dawwab to
colicct the amount of dawwab from the vakils of all the
wmara. Taking into consideration the firm determination of

L. M. Athar Ali, The ‘ughal Nobility under Aurangzeb, 51.
2. ibid,

3. Parties and Politics, 59.

4.

Arzdasht dated Chaitra Vadi 11, 1767 (March 4, 1711).
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Hidayatullah Khan to coilect the dawwab, vakil Jagjiwandas
requested Maharaja Jai Singh to send the order of payment
to the vohras to deposit the amount of the dawwab every
month at the state treasury.!

The vakil informed the Maharaja that the vakils of the
umara were facing all sort of harassment due to delay in pay-
ing the amount of the dawwab.? When the matter was
reported to Hidayatullah Khan, he ordered the korwal to get
the amount realized by force from the vakils. Accordingly the
kotwal in the beginning instructed the vakils to station their
camps behind the chotra kotwali and later on April 18, 1711
warned them to pay the dues of dawwab otherwise they would
be imprisoned and humiliated.3

The action taken by the diwan compelled the nobles like
Amirul Umara Asifuddaullah, Daud Khan, Rustam Dil Khan,
Mahabat Khan and others to accept the obligation of payment
of the dawwab. On behalf of Maharaja Ajit Singh, Bhandari
Khivsi agreed to pay the dues. Regarding Maharaja Jai
Singh the instructions were yet to be received from him, al-
though the amount had been deducted from his relab* Arzd-
asht dated, April 18, 1711 mentions that Mahabat Khan had
agreed to pay the amount of dawwab provided the jagir of an
equivalent amount vas assigned to him. Other wmara also
endorsed his view. Maharaja Jai Singh had asked his diwan
Bhikharidas to acquire the jogir in the parganas of Mauzabad
and Bhatri whose jama was 34,60,000 dams since this zmount
was dedutced from his salary. Diwan Bhikharidas app:ehended
that there was no jagir left under khalisa which could be
granted against the claim of dawwab.

It seems that the leading nobles at the court had
accepted in principle the payment of the dawwab, but the
real problem was whether the amount of dawwab was to be
deducted in advance, or the jagirdars were to pay the dawwab

ibid,

Arzdasht dated Vaishakha Sudi 1, 1768 {April 7, 1711).
ibid. g
ibid.
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after getting their falab cleared.

In fact the deduction of an amount of dawwab in
sdvance had no meaning to the state finance as the mansab-
dars’ talab could hardly be met by the diwan’s office in view
of the jagirdari crises. On the other hand, payment of dawwab
in cash required the assignment of jagir to the mansabdar,
which was cqually impossible.

The defails given in the arzdashts make it clear that the
office of the diwan used to make deduction in the name of
dawwab at the time of drawing up the salary claim of each
mansabdar. Thus the explanation given by Mahabat Khan
to the daroga of the office of dawwab that since the amount of
dawwab had been deducted from the salary claim of the
Rajput Rajas, they would pay the dawwab provided they were
issued the parwana of jagirl, was similar to the principle to
which the nobles had agreed vpon. However, the order
issued by the Emperor on the fauji of Muzaffar Jang left no
alternative before the nobles but to pay the amount of
dawwab.® It was decided that in case any noble refrained from
pavirg the dawwab the office of the muralba tasurruf would
r‘nake a deduction of one-fourth (1/4th) of the talab of the
Jagirdar from the revenue of his mahals. As a result of this
ordc:r of the Emperor,, the umara did not insist upon their
c:.\rhcr demand and started paying the dawwab. Maharaja Jai
Singh was also advised to pay the dues of dawwab through
the sahukars who could pay the amount every month according
to the number of the barawurdi.?

In a state of “jagirdari crises”, the other obligations of
mansabdars continued to attract the attention of the Mughbal
government.

It seems that the mansabdar’s obligation to present
horses for dagh and verification was observed during the time
of Bahadur Shah with all strictness. Jagjiwandas in one of

1. Arzdasht dated Jyeshtha Vadi 5, 1768 (April 26, 17{1) :

also Asadha Vadi 8, 1768 (May 28, 1711).

2. Arzdasht dated Shravana Vad;
adi 5, 176
3. ibid. ! 8 (June 24, 1711).
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his arzdashts has stated that one-fourth of his (Jai Singh)
talab had been kept in pending until the dag/nama was
submitted to the diwan office.? It appears that Maharaja Jai
Singh was obliged to maintain a contingent during his posting
as a faujdar of Ahmedabad Khora and for that he wanted
some concession. However, when the request was made to
prince Azimush Shan through his vakil Jagjiwandas, the
Prince clearly said that there was no tradition of granting any
exemption to Maharaja Jai Singh regarding the dagh of the
biradari (mansbadars belonging to his clan) and thus they were
to present their horses for dagh.> Apparently, while Maharaja
Jai Singh had agreed to fulfil his own obligation of presenting
his horses for dagh, he pleaded for exempting his biradari
from this obligation. The office of the diwan could refuse to
entertain the issue of thz dag/nama in normal circumstances
but considering group politics, Maharaja Jai Singh was grant-
ed exemption for dagh to the horses of his biradari for a
year 3

There are frequent references in the grzdashts which
throw light on the nature of watan jagirs, and the ijara
practices. DT D oo

Being the waran holder, the Rajput Rajas enjoyed a
special position and consideration at the Mughal court. By
now, it is clear that with the extension of recognition as a
successor to the ancestor’s gaddi by the Mughal Emperor, the
right of the successor (Raja) over his ancestral dominion was
recognized in principle. However, following the concept of
‘“Paramountcy” it was the prerogative of the Mughal Emperor
whether all the parganas belonging to the ancestoral dominion
be assigned to the Raja at the time of accession or only a
part of it. Further, it is also clear that for the imperial
purpose the watan territory was assigned against the claim

1. Arzdasht dated Kartika Sudi 14, 1768 (November 13,
1711).

2. Arzdasht dated Margashirsha Sudi 6, 1768 (December 4,
1711).

Arzdasht dated Pausha Sudi 9, 1768 (January 6, 1712).

w
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of salary (falab) of the Raja who was entitled for this after
his enrolment in the Mughal service as a mansabdar.l The
arzdashts strengthen (his understanding on a more wider
scale. In case of Amber, it is revealed that the extent of the
claim of watan jagir was very limited as most of the par-
ranas were treated as the imperial jagir. It appears that at
the time of accession (2nd May, 1639), Mahara ja Bishan Singh
held mahal Amber along with the Pparganas of Chatsu and
Toda Bhim. In 1691 A.D, Chatsu and Toda Bhim were resum-
ed and were later on assigned to Kamaluddin Khan and
Muhammad Ali Khan.? However,” the Maharaja continued
his efforts to acquire Chatsu, Toda Bhim and other parganas
as a part of his watan territory. - When the dol® of Maharaja
Bishan Singh was presented before Emperor Aurangzeb, he
issued the order to assign Hindoun, Bayana, Toda Bhim and
Udai to the Maharaja.* Op another occasion when the vakil of
Amber was asked to justify Maharaja’s clajm over Chatsu he

to r'ecruit the additional footmen.s These instances if
seen in the context of the claim of the Raja of Amber over
his watan J.agir, it would become obvious that even the
parganas adjoining to Amber Were not assigned at the ¢

of his accession. An examinatiop of th P

arzdashts regarding the jgg; i
: : EIrs assigned to th
nobles (biradari) Suggests that these agqi s e awah

. GD. Sharma, Rajpus .
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rights. The arzdasit explains that the claim for mansab and
Jagir madc by the Amber nobles was routed through the
Maharaja and thercfore their request was  cnlisted in the
arzdashe submitted by the wvakil on behalf of his Raja to the
Emperor. Any rcquest submitted by a  Amber noble
directly to the Emperor for the grant of mansab and jagir was
considered s a defiance by the Maharaja,

The arzdashts also throw sufficient light on the working
cf ijara system and ifs impact on the Mughal cconomy. Jtis
well known that the acquisition of jvgirs on ijrara had helped
Jai Sinph to expand his watan or the territories of the Amber
state. However, the practice of assipning jagirs on ijara was
attributed to the weakening of central control over the
administration and unstable political situation. Perhaps,
Maharaja Jai Singh took the maximum advantage of the situ-
ation and got a number of parganas on ijara by offering a
handsome amount to the high Mughal officials in the name of
multamscezi. The arzdashts confirm that a considerable part
of the neighbouring parganas of Amber was held by Mughal
mansabdars in jagirs, while his own ralab either remained
uncleared or met out by granting him pargenas outside his
watan! Maharaja Jai Singh made a successful attempt to
aquire parganas on ijara which were not granted to him as
watan jagir. He gradually extended his ijora right on the
Jjagirs such as Mauzabad, Malpura, Khohri, Toda Bhim, Bair-
ath, Gazi-ka-Thana, Tonk, Jaitpur, Lalsot, Firozpur, Bahatri,
Hindoun, Patodi, Maujpur, Udai and Bayana, which were
attached to sarkars of Mathura, Shahjahanabad, Akbarabad
and Ajmer.?

The arzdashts provide information on the situation which

1. e.g. Arzdashts dated Magha Sudi 3, 1767 (January 10,
1711) ; Phalguna Vadi 4, 1767 (January 27, 1711) ; Phal-
guna Sudi 2, 1767 (February 8, 1711) ; Ashwina Vadi 8,
1768 (September 24, 1711); Shravana Sudi 15, 1769
(August 5, 1712),

2. ibid.
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the mansabdars were confronted with in their jogirs sitvated in
the neighbourhood of Amber state. Many of these pargaras
were dominated by the zamindars who belonged to the Kachha-
wal ruling family or the Raja of Amber was in a bttter position
to exccise his contro! over these areas. This special position
of Mnaharaja Jai Sivgh made the imperial authority feel that
the regular collection of the revenue and maintenance of peace
and order was only possible if these jogirs were either granted
in ijara or jagir to Maharaja Jai Singh. It is worth mentioning
that Maharaja Jai Singh did not spare any Mughal mansabdar
jncluding those who were supporting his case at the Mughal
court? if they impeded his ambition on the extension of his
state through jagir or ijara.

The contents of arzdavhts would suggest that the aggre-
sive activities of the Rajput rulers had become more frequent
and cffcctive during the time of Jahandar Shah., The com-
plaints lodged at the Mughal court and the insfructions jssued
by Sabha Chand speak about the extent of involvement of the
Rajput Rajas, particularly Maharaja Jai Singh, in the practice
of unauthorized collections of the revenue in the ijaras held by
the Mughal mansabdars.®

The arzdasnts speak about the considerations which
determined the amount on which ijara was to be acquired. It
has been noted that the contender (ijaradar) used to keep in
mind the jama and the “month scale” on which the paragana
was assigned in jagir® Mention is made that Maharaja Jai
Singh had taken note of discrepancy on the scale of jama
fixed to the grant of Merta to Ajit Singh and Bhahtri to him-
self on ijora and thus wrote to his vakil that Merta had been
given to Maharaja Ajit Singh on an amount of 44 months
Jama while Bhahtri was given to him at 6 monthly jama.

L. eg. Arzdasht dated Chaitra Sudi 8, 1767 (March 1, 1711)

and Ashwina Vadi 14, 1768 1September 30, 1711).
Arzdashts dated Pausha Vadi 1, 1768 (Decemter 15,
1711); Asadha Sudi 5, 1769 (June 28, 1712); and
Shravana Vadi 15, 1769 (August 5, 1712).

Arzdasht dated Vaishakha Sudi 11, 1768 (April 18, 1711).

|
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from the ijuraday. However, the practice of providing surety
by the bLankers fora year was quite common; although there
arc examples of extending surety for particular crop (kharif)

of the ijara Jand to which the banker had furnished the surety,
he was free to withdray it for another Crop and in this situa-
tion the jjaradar had no alternative pyt to furnish surety from
another banker. The arzdasht dated, Ashwina Vadi 4, 1769
(September 8, 1712) suggesets that one Govindram Sarraf,
whose firm was known as Panipatia, had acquired high reput-
ation and therefore the court insisted upon to avail the surety
of that firm.

The bankers used to keep themselves away from the
court politics. The process of getting  the documents of
ljira cleared from the court wag the Tesponsibility of the
ijaradar or the Jagirdar. Hence, the representative of the
fjaradar bad to work hard at the court to acquire the land on

The ever Increasing ambition of the Rajput rulers to
acquire high mansabs, femunerative Jagirs, ijaras, and
appointments as subedars or Jaujdars in the regions of their

court. Joining a Powerful group at the court was, undoubt-
edly, a powerful instrument to secure the favour. Butin a
situation which hag Created uncertainty in the position of the
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high officers and lower strata of the officials w.orking_ in the
administration, it was the power of money which ultimately

proved a more effective instrument.

The details given in the arzdashts make it explicit that
offering of a present by a subordinate to the Emperor or to
the high officials or even to the officers of equal rank had
been considered a part of the court protocol.r  This practice
which was considered a court protocol opened a way to the
bribery in a period of political crises following the death of
Aurangzeb. .

With regards to Rajput rulers, the contents furnished in
the arzdashts demonstrate a trend of getting favour of the
high officers of the court by offering them huge amount of
money. The Rajput vakils were quite efficient in establishing
their rapport with persons of power and influence at the
court by keeping an eye on the functional and power politics
going on over there. Thus we notice that just after the death
of Aurangzeb the vakil of Maharaja Jai Singh had approach-
ed Amirul Umara Asad Khan and through him secured the
title of Mirza Raja and the mansab of 7000/7000 for Maha-
raja Jai Singh after paying him Rupees 50,000 in cash along
wi%h 21 mohars. The vakil of Maharaja Ajit Singh had also
paid rupees one lokh to the Amirul Umara for the title of the
Maharaja and the mansab of 7000/7000 for Ajit Singh and the
mansab _Of 5000/5000 for his son Abhai Singh.® For the
by Mahaa. T Sigh ond b o 7 Todbr
during the reigns o t{; i~ aharaja Ajit Singh respectively

adur Shah and Jahandar Shah the

fga}ctxcc‘ of paying money for getting the work done to the
ngh oflicers of the court, had become quite common.

nnThc arzdasht dated Magha Sudi 3, 1767 (Japuary 10
:; records that vakil Jagjiwandas had agreed to pay R '
#3000 to Mahabat rerefors. b

Khan (mir-bakhshi) and the
. . refore he
Tequested the Miharaja to send a hund; amounting to Rupees

ot

Ct. Arzdasht dated Magha Vadi 4, 1750 (January 5, 1694).

1.
o] - .
= Arzdasht dated Vaishakha Sudi 10, 1764 (April 11, 1707).
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25,000- a payment to be made 1n advance, in order to get
the signature of Mahabat Khan on the yaddasie.  Gulab-
chand, the valal of Maharaja Ajst Singh had already  paid the
moncy of muhamsazi to Rai Bhagwant, the Diwan of Mahabat
Khan, for sceuring favour for his Maharaja.  Jagjiwandas
also informs the Maharaja that although Rupees 500 had been

given to the official of Mahabat Khan throuph Rai Bhagwant,

they were demanding more.  Japjiwandes bas made it clear

that although the signature of the »mirul Umara had been
procured for issuing of the tanads for the Maharaja and the
tiradari affccting the prant of jugirs, these would be issued
only after the payment of durbar kharch?

The details recorded in the arzdachts exhibit that the
Rajput rulers were petting the favours from the powerful
group at the Mughal court during the time of Bahadur Shah
and Jahandar Shah. However, irrespective of their group
alliances, they used to pay handsome amount to the wazir,
diwan, mir-bakhshi and their personal diwans to securc the
grant of their favourite jugirs and parganas on ijara. Even,
one could notice the involvement of Lal Kunwar (Imtiaz
Mahal) in getting the foujdari of Bayana transferred to
Maharaja Jai Singh from Azam Khan on a token payment of
Rs, 10,000. This was in addition to what was already paid
to Sabha Chand for himself and for wazir Zulfigar Khan in
the name of muhamsazi® The details would show that for
secking cach favour a separate amount was paid and the fixa-
tion of amount depended on the importance of work, In his
dealings of payment made in the name of muhamsazi, Maha-
raja Ajit Singh enjoyed better credibility than Maharaja Jai
Singh.® The latter was always slow in clearing his dues and
this slackness sometimes saved good amount to the treasury
of Amber,

1. Arzdasht dated Phalguna Sudi 2, 1767 (February 8, 1711).

2. Arzdashts dated Shravana Vadi 2, 1769 (July 9, 1712) and
Ashwina Sudi 11, 1769 (October 2, 1712).

3. .;x;iclic)zsht dated Phalguna Sudi 4, 1767 (February 10,
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However, it would be wrong to presume that the task
of getting favour was over after the payment of muhams.azi
was made. The more crucial phase was the implementation
of the order issued by the diwan and mir-bakhshi. Thus
the role of the mursaddis working in the office of the diwan
c‘ould hardly be under-cstimated. Arzdasht dated'(,‘lza::trq
Sudi 9, 1768 (March 17, 1711) records that Bhandari K.hlVSI
had paid Rupees 100 as myota (present) to Indra Mani, the
mnshi of Hakimul Mok, the chief adviser of Prince Jahan
Shab. Bhandari had adviscd Bhikbaridas, the diwan of Amber
to pay the same amount as pre;pnt to Indra Mani. He also tO)d
that he (Bhikharidas) should pay Kopees 300 to the peshkar
of the office of diwan so that the sanaa affecting the grant of
Bhahtri on ijara could be issued. Similarly the payment was
16 be made for the durbar kharch so that the sanads affecting
the grant of mansab, izafa and ijara could be issued in

time,’

Interestingly enough the importance of the payment made
1o the officials of the various offices of the Mughal court has
been very well argued by vakil Jagjiwandas.®? In relation to
the payment made in favour of the navisandas (scribe) of the
office of wagai-navis, he represented the case before the
Maharaja arguing that their services to the Maharaja were
very signficant and if they were not paid their customary dues,
the interest of the Maharaja would suffer. He emphasized
that navisandas and chobdars of the court were paid the
customary dues since the time of Maharaja Man Singh. Even
during the carly years of present reign they were paid regularly
:}ﬂd if this was discontinued now, it would go against the
interest of the state. Jagjiwandas futher said that he could
ma.intain his prestige before the umara of the court only if he
paid some inam to the chobdar, khidmatgar, ctc. of the court.3

These references suggest that the practice of paying

Arzdasht dated Bhadrapada Vadi 5, 1768 (July 23, 1711).

,;{;.;ffﬂ&'h! dated Bhadrapada Sudi 11, 1768 (August 13
) ’

I1bid.
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money as inam to the officials (clerks)] was, of course, a recog-
nized custom and possibly no new dimension was introduced
expcept that the amount of money was increased. However,
it was the payment made to the high officials which ultimately
took the shape of bribery. It played a significant role in
determining the policy and assignment of the lucrative
jagirs and ijaras to the Rajput rulers. A period iz which the
Mughal state was facing a tremendous pressure on the jagir the
Rajput rulers got assigned in their favour high mansabs and
jugirs and also the jagir land on {jara which might have
contributed greatly to the jagirdari and financial crises.

The involvement of the Rajput rulers in the Mughal
military compaigns at the distant areas, postings of the Rajput
diwans and vakils at the Mughal court, necessity of payment of
money to Mughal officials to acquire favour, the practice of
furnishing surety from the mahajans for acquiring ijara, etc.,
necessitated a system of money transmission, advancing credit
on interest and its repayment on an organized pattern. The
most favourable and accepted instrument used for the funding
and transmission of money was hundi, the references to which
are cited frequently in our arzdashts.

The arzdashts* contain details on the hundis issued
to Aurangabad, Lahore and Shabjahanabad which furnish
interesting information about the working of this system.
The contents suggest that whenever the Amber rulers sent the
money to their establishment at distant places they used to
contact a local banker and after depositing the money at
his firm the hundi was issued stating the amount of payment,
name of the place where the payment was to be made along
with the name of banker or arhatia. The information reveal
that the Amber bankers either had their banches or arhatias
or credit in the firm situated at Jahanabad, Lahore and

. e.g. Arzdashts dated Vaishakha Sudi 10, 1764 (April 11,
1707), Vaishakha Vadi 13, 1769 (April 22, 1712);
Vaishakha Sudi 8 (May 3, 1712) ; Jyeshtha Vadi | (May
10, 1712) ; Ashadha Sudi 5 (June 28, 1712). Bhadrapada
Vadi 7 (August 12, 1712).
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Aurangabad, In cace of Lahore our data suggests that atleast
thrce bankers of Amber namely Prohit Syamram, Dhansukh
Gujarati, Kbadagsen Hathisen, had cither their gumashtas or
arhats at the sarrafa of Lahore. These gumashtas or firms
were liable to encath the hundis issued by their bankers from
Amber. Prohit Syamram has been mentioned asa banker
who had his network of credit at Aurapgabad, Lahore and
Shahjahanabad.

It scems that the transaction of money in normal
circumstances was carried out smoothly, but there arose
problems whenever the bankers who bad issued hundis termi-
nated their transaction with the sarrafs from other cities.
In such cases the Jumdis were not honoured by the sarraf and
cven they refused to purchase the same. However, in
doubtful cases, the sarraf in whose name hundi was issued
would make the payment only after getting the credibility
confirmed from their representative working at the place from
where hundi was issued. If the amount of hundi remained
unpaid, the Rajput vakil used to request the Maharaja to get
the Aundi issued from another sahukar who had his credi-
bility at the place where the hundi was to be encashed. The
arzdesht dated Paush Vadi 1, 1768 (December 15, 1711)
records that the hundawal (commission) was charged at the

rate of Rupees 13 annas 8 on every hundred over and above
the interest of the original amount,

The delay caused due to the dishonouring of the hundis
some times caused serious problems for the vakil of the
Maharaja. In the absence of ready money he was upable

o pay money to various officials who were responsible for
issuing the sanads of the assignment of jagirs.

—G.D. SHARMA
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